
Item 6: Items for Discussion
GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 16th May 2018

(a) Sub-Group Cycling and Walking Report

The third draft of the Cycling and Walking Report has been prepared. It is available with the
papers for this meeting. Following a meeting with Norfolk County Council Highways, it seems
that the most useful approach to take from their point of view is to provide lists of potential
projects sorted by size or scope, so this is what has been done. Section 2 of the report now
contains lists of actions grouped under five categories, with a recommendation attached to each.

The Sub-Group is invited to review the report with a view to agreeing a final version for presen-
tation at the next GTDP Board meeting.

(b) Thetford Boundary Change Proposals
(Community Governance Review)

A large new housing development — known as Kingsfleet1 — has been granted planning per-
mission on the northern edge of Thetford. This land currently mostly lies within the neigh-
bouring parishes of Croxton and Kilverstone. In late 2017, Thetford Town Council requested
a “Community Governance Review” to consider changing the boundary of the Parish of
Thetford so that the new houses would lie in Thetford Parish. Breckland District Council agreed
to carry out this review.

A Stage 1 Consultation on the plans was run from 8th January to 16th March 2018.2 A total
of 525 responses were received.3 Over 75% of the respondents said they were in favour of the
boundary change. However, there was a clear split between those from Thetford parish — who
were mostly in favour of the change, and those from the village parishes — who were mostly
against.4

The Community Governance Sub-Committee of Breckland Council5 considered the re-
sponses. Despite the majority of the responses being in favour of the changes, the Sub-Committee
decided to propose “no change to the boundary” to go forward to the Stage 2 Consultation. Their
reasoning was that: (1) as a proportion of the total population, the percentage of Thetford res-
idents responding in favour was lower than the percentage of parish residents against, and (2)
those living in the yet-to-be-built houses should be consulted.6

The Stage 2 Consultation is currently running from 16th April to 22nd June 2018. Full details
and an online response form can be found at
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/CGR-secondconsultation-2018. The proposal in Stage 2 is
to not change the boundary. So if you want to see the Thetford boundary changed to include
Kingsfleet, then you should respond that you disagree with the proposal. If you was to see
boundary remaining where it is (so most of the Kingsfleet development lies in the two village
parishes) you should respond that you agree with the proposal.

Representatives of both sides of the argument have been invited to put their case at the Sub-Group
meeting, and then answer questions from the public.

1Kingsfleet development web site: https://www.kingsfleet-thetford.co.uk/
2Stage 1 Consultation details: https://www.breckland.gov.uk/CGR-review-2018
3Full list of Stage 1 responses: https://bit.ly/2rmXasL
4Summary of Stage 1 responses: https://bit.ly/2wgL2PL
5Community Governance Sub-Committee: https://bit.ly/2KAqsg5
6Minutes of the Sub-Committee meeting: https://bit.ly/2wh07kb

1

https://www.breckland.gov.uk/CGR-secondconsultation-2018
https://www.kingsfleet-thetford.co.uk/
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/CGR-review-2018
https://bit.ly/2rmXasL
https://bit.ly/2wgL2PL
https://bit.ly/2KAqsg5
https://bit.ly/2wh07kb


Map of the existing boundaries and Kingsfleet (SUE) area
The potential boundary change would move the Thetford boundary to transfer the Kingsfleet
(SUE) area from the parishes of Croxton and Kilverstone to the parish of Thetford.

Implications of a Boundary Change

If the Thetford boundary was moved to include Kingsfleet, the following changes would occur:

� Those moving in to the new development would become residents of the parish of Thetford,
rather than belonging to one of the neighbouring village parishes.

� Thetford Town Council would be responsible for parish council functions in the area of the
Kingsfleet development, rather than one or other of the village Parish Councils.

� The new residents in Kingsfleet would pay their council tax parish precept to Thetford
Town Council, rather than to one of the village Parish Councils. The rate for the new
residents would be higher (by around £90 a year for a Band D property at current precept
rates) but the money would help fund Town Council services in the town.

� The new residents in Kingsfleet would get to vote for councillors on Thetford Town Council,
rather then helping elect parish councillors to one of the neighbouring parishes.

The following would not be affected, whether the boundary is moved or not:

� The 5000 new houses will be built, whichever parish they end up being in.

� The current residents of Thetford (Town) Parish would remain in Thetford Parish.

� The majority of the existing residents who live in the village parishes would remain in their
current parish, and keep the same council tax arrangements. (The exception would be
those living in Hill House Lane, Heathlands, and the small number of other houses inside
the development area, who would switch to Thetford Parish.)

� The parts of the council tax paid by all residents to the Police, Breckland District Council
and Norfolk County Council would be the same.

� The addresses of the new houses on the Kingsfleet development would be unlikely to be
affected. The new houses would be likely to have straightforward “<house name/number>,
<street name>, Thetford, IP24 XXX ” addresses, whichever parish they are in.
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