
Item 3: Chairman’s Notes
Robert Whittaker

GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 20th September 2017

1 GTDP Board Meetings

The GTDP Board was scheduled to meet on 11th August. However this meeting was postponed
by the Chair less than two weeks in advance because three of the Officers (Robert Walker,
Breckland Council Officer; Robert Campbell, Inward Investment Sub-Group Chair; Richard
Doleman, Planning & Projects Sub-Group Chair) were unable to be present. There was no
consultation with the rest of the Board before the decision was taken. It was not clear whose
idea it was to cancel the original meeting, or if it was considered whether substitutes could be
sent by the members who were unable to attend. (The Chair has so far not responded to my
request for clarification on these two points.)

The Board meeting has been re-arranged for 15th September. The agenda and papers are
available online from http://www.gtdp.org.uk/board, and I will give an oral report at the
Sub-Group meeting.

2 Planning & Projects Sub-Group Meetings

The Planning & Projects Sub-Group was due to meet on 15th September, but the meeting has
been postponed as is clashes with the re-arranged Board meeting.

3 Community Sub-Group Cycling and Walking Project

The Sub-Group launched its call for feedback on local cycling and walking routes at its last meet-
ing. Comments and suggestions were invited online at http://www.gtdp.org.uk/cycling-walking
or in person at Leaping Hare. The deadline was 8th September, and 32 responses were received.
These will be considered by the Sub-Group and published in due course. The comments submit-
ted will inform the report that that the Sub-Group will now begin to produce. Further details
can be found in the paper for agenda item 6.

4 Answers to Public Questions and Concerns

Various issues have been raised by the public at previous Sub-Group meetings, and we have
attempted to investigate and provide answers.

Railway Station Parking and Access. At the Sub-Group meeting on 11th January, various
issues were raised about the railway station, including its lack of parking, and lack of acces-
sibility for the disabled and those with limited mobility. As a result, I have had discussions
with a representative from Abellio Greater Anglia (the train operating company that is
responsible for Thetford Station), and carried out some other investigations regarding the
status of Station Lane.
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Greater Anglia were sympathetic to the need for improvements, but as the franchise holder,
they have little funding available. Major schemes have to be funded instead by the Gov-
ernment or Network Rail.

Station Lane — the track running north from the footbridge to Mundford Road — was a
particular cause for concern, as it provides the only vehicle access to the Norwich-bound
platform. It has been reported that because of its poor surface, some taxis refuse to use
it. Norfolk County Council say that do not believe that it is a Public Highway, and so
they are not responsible for it. I have therefore been trying to ascertain who owns and is
responsible for Station Lane. The Lane certainly used to be a Public Highway, forming
part of the main road from Thetford to Mundford. The original level crossing at the
Station was stopped up by an Act of Parliament (Section 7 of the Great Eastern Railway
(General Powers) Act 1885). However, I have not found any evidence that the rest of
the road ever was. In the absence of a legal stopping-up order, it would remain a Public
Highway, and Norfolk County Council would be responsible for maintaining it.

I also discovered that under the same act as above, Network Rail have a legal obligation
to maintain the footbridge for public pedestrian use over the railway, as a consequence
of being allowed to close the road crossing. So if there are problems with the safety and
accessibility of the bridge, Network Rail may share some responsibility in addition to
Greater Anglia.

Further details of these last two points can be found in FOI requests at:
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/station_lane_thetford and
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/station_lane_thetford_2.

Board Transparency. Further concerns about the lack of transparency from the Board were
expressed at the previous Sub-Group meeting. At the time of writing, the Board has not
met again since, but will have done so before this Sub-Group meeting. It is planned for
members of Breckland’s Communications Team to attend this Board meeting, and hope-
fully they will support the call from the Community Sub-Group to improve communication
with the public.

Fly Tipping and Waste Disposal Facilities. At the Sub-Group meeting on 19th July, mem-
bers of the public raised the issues of littering and fly-tipping. There were complaints that
the Thetford Recycling Centre was too restrictive over accepting some items, and concerns
that this could be exacerbating the problem of fly-tipping. I have made some enquires of
Norfolk County Council’s Waste Management Team, and a representative has agreed to
attend the Sub-Group meeting. Further details can be found in the papers for agenda
item 6.
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