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GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 17th May 2017

1 GTDP Board and other Sub-Group Meetings

The GTDP Board met on 21st April, and I attended as the Sub-Group’s representative. Draft
minutes of the meeting should be available from the GTDP website, along with a copy of my
report from the Sub-Group.

At the meeting, further discussion was held in a private session on the Board’s Objectives. It
was good to see that many of the Sub-Group’s suggestions were incorporated, though there was
still nothing specific about promoting transparency and public engagement. The objectives have
now been agreed and should be launched to the public at the next GTDP Board meeting on
16th June. It is still unclear how any public consultation will work.

2 GTDP Website

Since the last meeting, members of the Sub-Group have been working with Breckland’s website
team to get the new site ready to launch. Hopefully it will be live by the time we meet. The new
site is largely a re-arrangement of content from the previous site, with new layout and colour
scheme. However, we hope that the new design and layout, together with some additional bits
of information will make things more useful and user-friendly. There are still a number of other
improvements we would like to see, which we’ll be looking at over the coming weeks.

3 Cycling and Walking Project

At the previous meeting the Sub-Group agreed a way forward with our study of cycling and
walking routes in and around Thetford. It had also come to light that Norfolk County Council
may be about to start their own project with significant overlap. I am due to meet with Andrew
Hucheson on Thursday 11th May to discuss the projects and how we can best work together and
avoid duplication of effort. Hopefully there will be more to report at the Sub-Group meeting.

4 Answers to Public Questions and Concerns

Various issues have been raised by the public at previous Sub-Group meetings, and we have
attempted to investigate and provide answers.

Bus Interchange Issues. Various issues have been raised concerning the Bus Interchange, and
enquires were made with Norfolk County Council on 16th January. I had a response some
time ago about the digital screen. And I’m pleased to be able to report that this is now
working. However, I have still yet to have any response on the other issues raised: the lack
of signage to prevent drivers accidentally entering the bus station, the lack of a pedestrian
crossing on Minstergate, and the ability for private hire coaches to use the spare stands. I
raised the non-response issue at the Board meeting on 21st April, and the Norfolk County
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Council Representative agreed to look into it and get a response for us. Unfortunately,
the elections seem to have got in the way and I have not heard anything further since.

Railway Station Parking and Access. At the Sub-Group meeting on 11th January, various
issues were raised about the railway station, including its lack of parking, and lack of
accessibility for the disabled and those with limited mobility. In particular, it was noted
that Station Lane, the road access to the northern platform, is not an adopted highway,
and as a result of the condition of the surface, taxis will often refuse to use it.

A meeting with a representative from Greater Anglia has been arranged for Monday 22nd
May, where I hope to discuss these issues and what scope there might be for improvements.

Accessibility Issues with the Ford Meadow Gates. The matter was discussed by Thet-
ford Town Council at their Amenities Land and Property (ALP) Committee meeting on
3rd May. Advice was obtained from an Access Officer from the Suffolk Association of
Disabled People, who suggested that even improved gates would present a barrier to some
users. A proposal was put to committee to fence off just the meadow areas only and leave
the path barrier free. The committee agreed to spend up to £3000 to implement this,
though hope the actual cost will be less. Permission for the new fencing has been obtained
from Natural England (needed because the land is part of a Higher Level Stewardship
scheme), and prices are now being obtained for the work.

King Street Square. The public’s concern with the square was raised again at the Board
Meeting, but I don’t have anything further to report at the moment.

Education Provision. At the Sub-Group meeting on 19th April, concern was expressed over
a possible lack of primary school places in Thetford if the SUE development, and hence the
new schools that would come with it, was delayed. This was raised at the Board meeting,
but no-one was aware of any recent changes to the time-frame for the SUE development.

As promised, I asked Chris Hey from Norfolk County Council for an update on his depart-
ment’s projections and plans. He reported the following:

“Existing primary phase provision in Thetford remains a mix of infant/junior
and all through primary. There are currently 12 forms of entry (360 places) at
reception with almost all these places taken up in September 2016. Pupil forecasts
indicate some stability in pupil numbers over the next few years until new housing
begins to yield pupils.

“As thing stand currently there are 15 places available for Year R in Septem-
ber 2017 (at Raleigh Infant School), which tends to back up the general picture
that there is some stability — in actual fact a reflection of a general County
picture of a slight reduction in demand over September 2016. Between now and
the time that the timetable for the new school is clearer, we will respond on a
year by year basis, using admission application data. We will work with local
schools, if we need to, to create a new form of entry (with accommodation) in
any admissions year and the same will apply in the unlikely situation that we
need an interim additional form of entry at any point mid-year.

“We are working on the basis of the new school opening in 2020 at the mo-
ment — without any sign of the enabling infrastructure getting the go ahead it
is inevitable that it would be later than the original 2019, but we are still in a
position to bring it forward should we need to (although not indefinitely — there
will come a point when it will be impossible to achieve before 2019.)

So on a timetable of 2020 opening we would be looking to manage two admis-
sions rounds — September 2018 and September 2019 — with interim measures,
should we need them.”
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