
Items for Discussion
GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 19th April 2017

(a) Board priorities for the Town Centre and Transport Links

As part of its work on developing strategic objectives, the GTDP Board has been compiling
lists of projects and issues to prioritise under each objective. The Community Sub-Group
has been asked to review and provide public feedback on the items listed under the objective
to “revitalise the town centre and improve connectivity with public and other forms of
transport”.

At the Board’s private workshop, members came up with the following items:

• Improve the retail offer in the town centre

• Address anti-social behaviour

• King Street Square remediation

• General improvement of the attractiveness of town centre

• Improve walking and cycling routes around the town, and ensure sufficient cycling
parking facilities in the centre

• Ensure good bus provision within the town (particularly bus routes from the SUE to
the town centre)

• Ensure adequate town-centre parking

• Ensure good bus and rail links between Thetford and the surrounding area

The Sub-Group is asked to consult the public and provide feedback on this list.

(b) Cycling and Walking Routes Project

At at the March Sub-Group meeting, it was agreed that the Chair would lead a Sub-Group
project to investigate and report on issues and opportunities for cycling and walking routes
in and around the town. We would welcome help from others with an interest in this area.

Various issues have already been recorded, including some comments from the public, a
list from Town Councillor Stuart Wright, and a list that the Chair has compiled through
his work as a volunteer with Sustrans. A proposed way forward from here would be to
solicit comments and ideas from the public (perhaps via a press release) and then a group of
interested parties would work on compiling these into a single report. This would be taken
first to the Sub-Group (for public comment) and then to the GTDP Board.

Some areas to focus on include:

• Condition of existing walking and cycling routes within the town and opportunities for
improvements;

• Gaps in the existing walking and cycling routes within the town;

• Recording of unrecorded routes as Rights of Way to ensure access is maintained;
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• Opportunities for new links from Thetford to the surrounding areas.

The Sub-Group and public are asked if the above represents a sensible way to proceed, and
to provide any input and suggestions for items to include in the report.

Additionally, the Chair has just learnt that Norfolk County Council have been successful in
a grant application, and are planning a project to produce a cycling map for Thetford and
review cycling and walking routes around the town. There is significant overlap here with
what the Sub-Group was planing. The Chair has been in touch with the project lead at
Norfolk County Council with a view to collaborating on the project, and initial signs are
encouraging.
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