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1 GTDP Board Meetings

In my role as a GTDP Board Member, I attended a private workshop on Friday 16th
December. (This meeting replaced the regular public Board meeting that was originally
scheduled for that date.) The workshop was concerned with setting the Board’s vision
and objectives. We had a very productive session, and have made good progress towards
setting a positive vision for Thetford that all the Board members can sign up to. A further
private workshop will be held on 20th January to complete the process, with the aim of
the outcomes being reported at the next Board meeting on 17th February.

As part of this process, various board members were asked to propose strategic objectives
in their areas of expertise. As the Chair of the Community Sub-Group I was tasked with
proposing objectives in the areas of community aspirations and public engagement. For
further details see the paper on this agenda item.

2 GTDP Website Improvements

The GTDP website at http://www.gtdp.org.uk/ is managed by Breckland Council on
behalf of the Board. Various improvements were discussed and agreed between representa-
tives of the Council and the Community Sub-Group in October 2016. However, progress
on implementing these improvements has been slow. Initially Breckland had technical
issues with accessing the site, but we were told that these had been fixed at the last Sub-
Group Meeting on 30th November. However, at the time of writing, it appears that many
of the agreed changes have still not been made. I hope that there will be an update from
Breckland Council at the meeting.

3 Answers to Public Questions

Various issues have been raised by the public at previous Sub-Group meetings, and we
have attempted to investigate and provide answers.

Services along Joe Blunt’s Lane. At the Sub-Group meeting of 17th October 2016, a
member of the public raised a query over the routing of utility services for the SUE
along Joe Blunt’s lane, given the presence of roots from protected mature trees. The
member of public has been contacted individually about this matter. Despite several
requests to Breckland Council, I have yet to receive any details of the resolution to
publish here for anyone else who may be interested. Hopefully, the Breckland Council
representative will be able to provide the information at the meeting.

SUE Green Energy Provision. At the Sub-Group meeting of 17th October 2016, a
question was asked concerning plans for green energy provision as part of the Sus-
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tainable Urban Expansion. I have been informed that there are no specific provisions
in this area.

Future Health Provision. At the Sub-Group meeting of 17th October 2016, a query
was raised over health provision (specifically GPs and NHS dentists) in Thetford,
and how this will be increased to meet demand as the expansion occurs. I made
enquires about this prior to the previous Sub-Group meeting, but had not received
any concrete information by then. I have continued to chase this up.

I made FOI requests to the two GP surgeries (School Lane and Grove Lane) and the
NHS Dentist on Guildhall Street. The dental practice responded and told me that
currently have over 40,000 patients on their books and are at capacity with no room
available to expand.

At the time of writing, the two GP surgeries had not provided substantive responses,
but did refer my enquiries back to the South Norfolk Clinical Commissioning Group.
The latter has provided me with some estimates of current provision and future
capacity, and also a copy of a (now out of date) “Statement of Need” dating from
2011 that was compiled as part of the planning process for the SUE development.

When the “Statement of Need” was written, there was spare capacity for a total
of around 7,500 patients between the two GP surgeries (sufficient for around 3,100
new houses), but no spare capacity at the single NHS dental practice in the town.
It is therefore odd that the S106 agreement between Breckland Council and the
developers included no additional dental provision in Phase 1 of the development.

The more up-to-date response I have from the South Norfolk Clinical Commissioning
Group suggests that the current GP premises are at capacity, though one of the two
surgeries has plans to expand its premises to allow it to take on an additional 4,000
patients. This would be sufficient for around 1,700 new houses, which would be
expected to cover the population growth until the middle of phase 2 of the SUE
development.

Based on my understanding of this information, it would appear that provision
within the SUE’s S106 agreement is insufficient for both Dental and GP services,
as the first health-care contributions from the developers are only scheduled to be
made at 80% occupancy of phase 2. (However, I have yet to get a definitive response
from NHS England on whether any there are any independent plans to expand
NHS dental provision, so it is possible there are already plans to meet the increased
demand that the initial SUE phases will bring.) It seems likely that action will be
needed to increase provision before the funding from the SUE developers is released.

Future Education Provision At the Sub-Group meeting of 30th November 2016, query
was raised over education provision (specifically primary school places) in Thetford.
Members of the public noted that current schools appeared to be at capacity, and
yet new provision within the SUE plans was not scheduled to be available until later
phases of the development.

I have been in contact with the GTDP Board’s Education representative Chris Hey,
who is Head of Place Planning and Organisation for the Education & Learning
department in Norfolk County Council. I understand there are some provision as-
sessments currently ongoing, but Mr Hey has suggested that he might be able to
attend a future Sub-Group meeting once these are complete in order to directly
answer people’s questions.
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Bus Interchange use by Private/Tour Coaches. At the Sub-Group meeting of 30th
November 2016, a query was raised over whether or not coaches used for private
tours and trips were able to make use of the new Thetford Bus Interchange. Sub-
Group member Roy Brame has now confirmed with Norfolk County Council (who
own/manage the interchange site) that such use is permitted, but operators need to
inform the Council of their intended use in advance. The contact at the Council for
this is Helen Underwood.

4 Car Parking and Pedestrian Signage Consultation

Following the discussion at the Sub-Group’s previous meeting, I compiled a response
to Norfolk County Council’s consultation on behalf of the Sub-Group. This was then
approved and submitted by the GTDP Board’s Chairman. Hopefully this response will
be published on the Board’s website.

5 King Street Square

The issues with King Street Square were a major topic of discussion at the previous
Sub-Group meeting. Since then, I have had confirmation from Breckland Council (in the
form of an official MTF offer letter) that the funding from Moving Thetford Forward was
paid directly to Norfolk County Council to implement the scheme, though Thetford Town
Council did have a significant role as the “Lead Organisation” for the project.

I have also received a number of plans and other project documents in response to a
Freedom of Information request to Norfolk County Council. These should provide useful
additional background information, and also may be useful in determining whether or not
the current problems with the clock and water feature are due to design or implementation
faults. These documents can be viewed online at https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/

request/king_street_square_thetford.
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